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X X X V . Defcription of Sagina cerajloides, a new Briti/lj Plant difco-

vered in Scotland by Mr. James Dick/on^ F. L. S. By the 
Prefident. 

Read Nov. c, 1701. 
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S A G I N A CERASTOIDES. 

S caule diffufo dichotomo, foliis fpatulatis obovatijve recurvis, pedunculis 
• fruSliferis reñexis. 

Habitat in arenoíis maritimis et fiiìuris rupium, in Bodotrias infulis. 
Junio, Julio, o ? 

Hería facie Ceraítii, fed floribus femper quadrifidis. 

Radix fibrofa, annua ut videtur. 

Caules plurimi, difFufi, fpithamaei, teretes, foliofi; bafi attenuati, 
glabriufculi, alternatim ramofì; fupernè magis pubefcentes, 
dichotomi, geniculis tumidiufculis, pallidis, ramulis diva-
ricatis. 

Folia oppofita, patenti - recurva, integerrima, acuta, mollía, 
utrinque pubefcentia ; fubtus pallidiora atque nitidiora, ve-
nulis rectis, longitudinalibus ; inferiora fpatulata, longiùs 
petiolata ; fuperiora obovata, feffilia ; fumma ovata. Stipula 
nulla?. 

Flores 



344 D R . SMITH' .? Defcripton 

Flores è dichotomiâ caulis, folitarii, primo fubfeffiles, ftatim pe-
dunculati; pedunculis uncialibus, filiformibus, pubefcentibus; 
frucìiferis reflexis. 

Caìyx è foliolis quatuor, parum patentibus, lanceolatis, acutis, 
concavis, bafi obtuse carinatis, extùs pubefcentibus, intùs 
lucidis; quorum duo oppofita anguftiora funt, margineque 
membranacea. 

Petalo, quatuor, calyce fere duplo breviora, cuneiformia, alba, tenu-
iffima, apice bifida, lobis acutis, réélis. 

Stamina quatuor, aequalia, petalis alternantia parumque breviora. 
Filamento capillaria, alba. Anthera parvse, fubrotundae, lu-
teolse. 

Pijlillum. Germen ovatum, longitudine ftaminum, pallide vi-

refeens, glabrum. Styll quatuor, breviffimi, ere&i. Stig-

mata recurva, villofa, alba. 

Capfula cylindrica, longitudine calycis, aureo nitens, apice de-

hifeens denticulis ocìo, triangularibus, obtufiflimis. 

Semina numerofa, luteo-fufca, fubcuneiformia, depreffa, bafì emar­

ginata, margine fcabriufcula. 

T H I S plant was firft difcovered by Mr. Dickfon on the 
rocky and fandy fhores of Inch-Keith and Inch-Combe in the 
Firth of Forth, as well as on the beach below Preftonpans. 
Its habit is altogether that of a Cerqfiium, moft nearly refembling 
C . femidecandrum, pentandrum and vulgatum. But its flowers being 

conftantly 
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eonftantly quadrifid, oblige us to refer it to the genus of 
Sagina, with which they exactly agree; more especially as the 
genera in this natural order are fcarcely to be difcriminated with­
out taking into confideration the comparative, number of the parts 
of fructification. 

T h e flowers are fcarcely to be found expanded except in a.-, 
funny^ afternoon.. 
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